                  Contacts for the South Downs Bloodhounds

Masters
Mr J H Whaley (Jeremy)
The Kennels, Windmill Cottage, Froxfield, Hampshire. GU32 1BY
Tel:   01730 827709         Mobile: 07817 974460 

Email:  Jeremy@SouthDownsBloodhounds.com 

Mr M Stent (Mark)

Park Farm, Avington, Winchester, Hampshire. SO21 1BZ

Tel:   01962 779341 (not after 9pm please)
Email: Mark@SouthDownsBloodhounds.com 
Mrs C Geaves (Alice)
Coombe Cross House, East Meon, Hanpshire. GU32 823729

Tel:  01730 823729

Email: Alice@SouthDownsBloodhounds.com 
Honorary Hunt Secretary and Treasurer

Mrs M Baker (Fran)

Cedar House, High Cross, Froxfield, Petersfield, Hants, GU32 1EG
Tel:   01730 827218       Mobile:  07786 000661
Email: Secretary@SouthDownsBloodhounds.com
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THE  SOUTH  DOWNS BLOODHOUNDS
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Hunting Humans for fun

[image: image2.png]MEMBER

wew MBHA.co, uk



www.SouthDownsBloodhounds.com
The South Downs Bloodhounds are kennelled in Froxfield, Petersfield, Hampshire and operate in Hampshire, West Sussex and Surrey.  We hunt mainly on Sundays between August and May, although some midweek days may also be added to the fixture list.  The Opening Meet is at the end of October and days before this are called “training days”.  People wishing to hunt with the bloodhounds should “book in” with the Master, or Hunt Secretary, by text or email preferably, at least the day before.  Booking in is not compulsory, but only people who are booked in will be told if there are any last minute changes.

Bloodhounds hunt one or more runners (known as “Quarry”) with no artificial scent added to them; hence the sport is known as “hunting the clean boot". The mounted followers will mainly be there for a challenging ride over natural and man made obstacles and they can be sure that the route will be carefully chosen to be as safe as any equestrian activity can be. As well as an enjoyable ride, there will be some excellent hound work to watch as hounds pursue their human quarry.  Foot followers are also welcome and many enjoy watching the hounds puzzle out a difficult line.

The meets are great social occasions, a chance to meet new people over a drink and a bite to eat.  We sometimes have a tea afterwards where the huntsman usually gets the chance to check with the quarry as to whether or not the tactics they used to foil the hounds were fair and natural! The hunt also has a number of social activities planned throughout the year and all are welcome.

The success of this comparatively new sport depends very much on our hosts the farmers and landowners.  To allow people to enjoy their sport in your “garden and work place”, as farmers effectively are doing, is a very generous act, and all those who hunt are extremely grateful to the many farmers and landowners who permit the bloodhounds access.  

The Masters are very much looking forward to the challenge of this season and they hope to see many new people coming out to enjoy the experience of riding to hounds.


Questions  and  Answers.
When does hunting with the bloodhounds start and finish?

Summer hunting takes place in the early mornings or early evenings and starts as soon as the harvest has made some progress, around mid August.  Hunting proper starts from the end of October and finishes in the beginning of May.

Is hunting with bloodhounds fast and furious requiring horse and rider to be of competition standard?

No, we usually have between 3 to 4 hunts per day, each between 2 to 5 miles long, with a break between hunts.  The pace of the hunt depends on scenting conditions and while we try to ensure there is as much jumping as possible, there are nearly always non-jumping routes.  

Do I have to wear a top hat and tails to hunt with the bloodhounds?

No, anyone coming out with the bloodhounds for the occasional day should come in safe, tidy, warm clothing, of sober colours!

Can children hunt with the bloodhounds?

Last season people between the ages of 7 and 80 hunted with the bloodhounds and all seemed to enjoy it!

Are car followers welcome?

Yes, some people enjoy watching the bloodhounds work and from some meets there can be some great views.

Can I run for the bloodhounds

Yes, the bloodhounds are always looking for new runners to replace the ones they have eaten! If you are interested in having a go  Contact Master@SouthDownsBloodhounds.com  for more information.

How can I get more information?

Online at www.SouthDownsBloodhounds.com or through the contacts on the back page of this leaflet.

